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8. Marrn. vi. 34. 


Take therefare no Thought for the 
Morrow : For the Morrow ſhall. © 
take Thought for the Things 1 

elf. Sufficient unto the Day is 
the Evil thereof. 


1 admirable — againſt that 
immoderate Affection and Care for 
the Conveniences of Life, which 


find ſo many plauſible Pretences to engage and 


engroſs our Thoughts and Endeavours. The 


Danger, the Needleſneſs, the Vanity, the Im- 

piety whereof being abundantly expoled, in 
hn Paſſages before; The Thirty third Verſe 
_ regulates thoſe Defires, by enjoyning Men to 
make the Kingdom of God and bis Righteouſneſs 
their principal Aim and Concern; and to de- 
pend upon His Providence for the Reſt ; as 
the Shorteſt, the Sureſt Method, of having all 
their Wants properly ſupplyed. Then, in my 
Text, we are once more forbidden to indulge 

A 2 any 


any anxious Thoughts of this kind; as not on- 


ly Superfluous, but Vexatious too; by rendring 
Life a Burden, greater than it was ever inten- 
degd to be, and making Men become their own 


Tormentours. This i is the true Importance of 


| he 3 which will * moſt effectually | 


1. Fit, By * enquiring” into che Senſe of 


Morrow. 


People, who are manifeſtly guilty of a Beha- 
viour and Temper, — to this Command, 
And, | 
ö III.  Loftly By enforcing the Reaſons a- 
gainſt ſuch Thoughtfulneſs. Which are, that, 
' The Morrow ſhall take Thought for the things of 
itſelf; and, that, . unto the Day is the 
Exil thereof 

I. To begin with the Firſt of theſe. 4G 

The Original Word; which We tranſlate by 


Taking thought, is by no Means applyed to eve- 


ry kind of Thinking, but to be underſtood of 


| ſuch Sollicitous and Intenſe Degrees of it, as 
rends and puts the Mind upon a Rack; diſtracts 
its Counſels, confounds its Meaſures, and, in- 
ſtead of coming to any ſteady Reſolution, holds 
the Man in Perplexity and painful Suſpenſe. 
St, Tale, in a Text * to This, where We 

„ 


F4 4 SERMON Preachd before || 


8 Two Expreſſions, taking lu, and the 


II. Secondly, By pointing, our ſome ſorts of | 


. 
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reid, on Bey e not of doubtful Mind, makes uſe of 


a Mctaphor, taken from thoſe Meteors; which 
have no Weight or Faſtening; but axe conti- 
nually in Motion, floating about through the li- 
quid Air, and driven to this or that Quarter of 
the Heavens, with every Blaſt and Shifting of 
the Wind. "Such. are the reſtleſs and unſettled 


Circumſtances, The various Projects and Couns | 


ter projects, The amazing Doubts and Diffi- 
dences, of All, who let go theig Hold on a 
Wile and Regular Providence, and lean to their 


- 
1 
6 
GE * 


own Contrivance and Foreſi ight: They leave 


themſelves no firm Support or laſt Reſſource; 
but are carried backward and forward, by 
the Vanity of their own Imaginations; ard al- 


ways ſtarting ſome freſh, and crude, + and in- 


conſiſtent Scheme; whereby to furniſh ſome 
preſent ſuppoſed Occafi ions, or to retrieve 


their paſt Diſappointments, or to raiſe and e- 


ſtabliſh their future Fortunes in the World. 


2. For thus alſo, Secondiy; by Ihe Morrom 


is meant here, not preciſely che next Day fol- 


lowing; but, at large, all Time diſtant and 


yet to come. Which \ becauſe we cannot, with 
any Degree of Certainty, promiſe to our Selves, 

and muſt needs be able to know Little or No- 
thing of; Taking Thought for the Morrow is no 


other, has confounding our (elves . — 


* NN 205· St. Lale xii. 29. 
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x y 45 Hopes, and Fears, and Cares, of Things, 
which may befal us hereafter : Thus letting all 
the good Fortune flip through our Fingers, by 
neglecting to enjoy our preſent Portion; and 
doubling all the III, by melancholy Anticipa- 
tions of it. 

Such then is the Thought , which my Text 

Forbids us to take. A penſive Forecaſt and per- 
|  plexing Concern, about Matters Unneceſſary, 
| Uncertain, and Remote: and which have yet 
_ Being, no Place, except in thoſe wild and | 

iH. grounded Apprehenſi ions, which the T akers 
of this Thought are ever forming to themſelves 
5 cg them. 

II. I proceed now, in the Second Place, to 
Point out ſome ſorts of People, who are mani- 
| fcftly of a Diſpoſition and * contrary 3 
dio this Command. And They, I believe you Re 
will 1 me, are at leaſt all Theſe that follow. th: 

. Firſt Such as give themſelves a great deal | 
of Pains and Diſquiet about the Superfluities of . 
Life. And ſuch, in truth, are by * the Grea- Y ** 
ter part of Mankind. For, What is it elſe, | 22 
that Covetouſneſs, Ambition, and almoſt eve- 
ry thing that the World calls Buſineſs, do ſo unt 


_eaperly purſue? Is it for Food and Raiment, * 
er for a cleanly wholſome Dwelling only, that ; 
Fo many nice Contrivances are ſet on Foot, ſo | Ni 
many Hazards run, che Minds of ſo many Men th 


aban- 
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* oc and- enſlaved , common Rights 
invaded, the publick Peace diſturbed, and the 
World turned up fide-down ? Alas! The Want 
of Aheſe is —— but for a very fmalt 
Part, in Compariſon either of our Dei res, 'or 2} 
of the Miſchiefs that ariſe from gratifying them. 
But Splendor, and Pomp, and Equipage, and 
8 Swelling Titles, numerous Dependents, 
and all the Diſtinctions of Quality, and Wealth, * * 
and Power; Theſe are the View. of Thoughr + 
and Car fulneſs; and what Condition ſoever 
falls below ſome of Theſe, is thought ſcarce 
to deſerve the Name of Living. 

Now, as Nature and Convenience have not 
found theſe things neceſſary, Reaſon and Pru- 
dence cannot direct us to ſeck our Happineſs 
in them. Much leſs could Religion; which is 
Reaſon moſt improved, and that beſt Wiſdom, 
, | that deſcended from above. Theſe teach us 
a1 to ſet Bounds to our Appetites, and bring them 
of | within the Compaſs of thoſe Proportions, which, 

a. | our Occafions may very well be content with, 
and God hath given us leave to depend upon | 
him for. His Character of Father is our Secu- 
ſo || rity for a Subſiſtence. But Children muſt. not. 
i, preſcribe to Parents, what Meaſure ſhall be al 
4 lotred them. And, though this Father, in deal 
ſo | 20g it out, will always have due Regard to 


-n the * Uſes and Neceſſities of Life; yet hath 
be 
n- | | | 


HIS» io Ae rt hoc ot 8 af 
v. * 1 


FO 7'SYERMON. Feu VO Defore - 
, no 1 — engaged bimſelf far all thoſe Or. th 
naments, much leſs for all that Extravagance C 
and Vanity in Living, which the Wantonneſs ag 
of Deſire, the Folly of Cuſtom, and a _— th 
way of ſpeaking and reckoning {hall call, _ 
ſhall imagine to be neceflary. ol 
Thus, for the Purpoſe, an honeſt induſtrious hi 
good Chriſtian may reaſonably hope and be. pe 
lieye, that God will enable him to maintain his Il ;, 
Family : But it is no Article of Truſt in Provi- I p. 
85 that any of us ſhall be able to faiſe, or } 1 
to perperuate our Family, We are reproached 1 
n this very * Chapter, for entertaining a Suſpi- n 
cion ſo unworthy, as that He, who ſuſtains the I 
Fowls of the Air, and. clothes the Graſs of the to 
Field, will ſuffer Us to periſh for Hunger or BY 

Nakedneſs Thus far we may be confident; 

Are we thereſote to ſuppoſe this gives us any T 
Title to inſiſt upon being clothed in Purple and | 
fine Linen, and faring ſumpinouſly every Day? ag 
j But whac need other Arguments againſt thoſe en 
| Cares, which the common Conſcnt of Mankind, T1 
and the inward Reproaches of our own Minds, ; 02 
agree in condemning as unreaſonable ? Were Sw 
it not ſo: Why ſhould Men be aſhamed; to ac-: A. 
knowledge the boundleſ; Extent of their Views; ol 
| why excuſe their being intent upon the World, ¶ to 
* and univerſall ly affect to be thought moderate i in L. 


ver. ye. 3 5 — 2 Pr 
* 
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their Defires, and eaſy to be ſatisfied with a 
Competency.? We ask our daily Bread publickly 
and boldly ; We call in the Aſſiſtance of our Bre- 
thren, and their Ptayers, for all the Neceſlities 
and Diſtreſſes of Human Life; But none was 
ever yet ſo impious and abſurd, as to expoſe 


| himſelf and affront Religion, by defiring the 


Prayers of any Congregation, for a Perſon troubled 
in Mind, for want of ſuch an Eſtate, or Honour, or 
Preferment. So manifeſt Contradictions to their 


on Senſe of things are the Sollicitudes of world- 


ly-minded Men; when they are ridiculous e- 
nough, moſt vehemently to purſue, thoſe Ends, 
which but very few of them have the Confidence 
to on, and not one of them hath the Profane- 
neſs ſolemnly to pray for. But | 

2. Secondly , Suppoſing the. Objects of our 
Thoughtfulneſs to be in never ſo high a Degree 
neceſſary ; yet all they are certainly Offenders 


{ againſt this Command, who allow themſelves to 


engage in unlawful Meaſures for obtaining them. 


When therefore needy People have Reſort to 


Force, or Falſhood, to Treachery and Fraud; 


when Men ſupplant - or oppreſs each other for 


Advantage; when human Laws are openly, vi- 
olated, or craftily cluded, or perverſly wreſted, 


to ſerve Purpoſes, contrary to the Deſign of all 


Law; when Forms and Niceties are made a 
Protection to vexatious Knavery ; and Omitted 
ET EF Caſes 
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Caſes are laid hold on againſt plain Equity and 


Honeſty, good Conſcience and common Senſe : 
In ſhort, when any Subtlety or Artifice to pro- 
mote unfair Gain, or indirect Dealing, in any 
ſort of Commerce, or mutual Intercourſe, in- 


trenches upon the Right of our Neighbour, "and: | 
deceives him to his Prejudice; All Theſe are the | 


\ Conſequences of a Thought for the Morrow, not 
flit to be taken by us. They are directly ſinful 


and . as tranſgreſſing thoſe Rules 


of Right and Wrong, which were ſet as a Fence | 
about every Man's Property. And (to come 


nearer the Scope of our Saviour's Diſcourſe in this 


Chapter) they are ſo many Inſtances of Diſtruſt 


in, or Defiance indeed to, that Providence, 


which governs and diſpoſes all Events. For he, 
who attempts to ſupport himſelf by wicked | 
and unjuſt Methods, ſells his Confidence in this 
Governour for a Morſel of Bread; and declares, 
that he means to ſtand upon his own Bottom, 1 
by ſetting out ſuch a way, as the Bleſſing and Ap- 
probation of a Righteous and Holy God cannot 
poſſibly go along with him in. | | 

3- Thirdly, Though a Man retain 0 ſtrict a 


„ Regard to Juſtice, as never, for the ſake of 


Profit, to break in upon the Laws of God or | 
Man; yer, I conceive, he cannot be acquitted 


| | of the Sollicitude here forbidden, if his Manage- 
NW ment and Manner of Life be ſordid and unbe- 


coming. 


i 
4 
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coming. For there are certain Rules of De- 
cency and Diſtinction, adapted to the different 


Ranks and Stations of Men ; which cannot be 
neglected without leſſening our ſelves, weaken- 


ing our Authority, and drawing down Contempt 


upon the Character we ought to maintain. 
_ "Tis true, By reducing Perſons, once of Con- 

dition, ro the laſt Extremities, Providence hath 
plainly diſpenſed with theſe Diſtinions. It 
would favour too much of Delicacy and Pride, 
not to ſubmit to the Severities of an indigent : 
State, by ſtooping to any the meaneſt, the moſt 


laborious, (provided always they be fair and ho- 
neſt) Renedies againſt it. 


Bur ſtill, if there 
be any Choice left, the moſt Creditable and Be- 
coming ſhould ever be preferr d; as well for gi- 
ving Eaſe and doing Juſtice to our ſelves, as for 
paying the Regard which is always due to the 
reaſonable Opinions and Cuſtoms of the World. 
| Mean while, how blameable are thoſe penu- 
rious Wretches, who for the ſake, not of Suſte. 
. nance, but of a larger and more ſpeedy Increaſe, 
and to indulge the Pleaſure of being very rich, 
languiſh out their Lives in a moſt. miicrable | 
affected Poverty? Hard-hearted to their Rela- 
tions, Injurious to their on Perſons, Unthank- 
ful to God, Unprofitable to the World, deſer- 
vedly infamous, univerſally deteſted and deſpi- 
fed, for a Parſi imony in the midſt of Plenty, 
a Which 


— 
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which nothing ſhort of the moſt TO 
Want could excuſe. 
4. But, Fourthly, if the Derencies of com- 
mon Living have any Tye upon us, when in 
Circumſtances to obſerve them; I am {ure the 
Duties of Alms-giving, and all manner of pious 
and uſeful Ljberality, do bind us yet more 
ſtrongly. And therefore All They, who, for 
fear of diminiſhing their Subſtance, do forbear 
to pay this Tribute to the Sovereign Lord, in 
Proportions ſuitable to what they have received 
from his bountiful Hand, are ſome of Thoſe 
Takers of Thought for the Morrow, who ought 
by no means to be imitated by us. * For the 
more effectual Prevention of ſuch ungodly Thrift, 
| We find Great Men are, in Scripture, ſtiled God's 
| Stewards, their Riches repreſented as b Talents 
delivered to them in Truſt; Detaining a Part 
of theſe from God and the Poor, is ſaid to be 
© Robbery, and a Withholding from our Neighbour 
bis Due. Expending theſe upon Uſes of Piety 
and Charity, is termed © Providing our ſelves Bags 
which wax not old, and laying up Treaſure in Hea- 
wen. And to ſhew you how properly I take in this 
| Point ; our Lord's Diſcourſe here, on the Love 
of the World, concluded by my Text, was in- 


troduced by an Exhortation to Charity, ae the. | © 
nineteenth and following Verſes. The whole of fall 
Luce xvi. N. xxv. Prov. iii. ver. 27. Luke xii. ver. 33. ſucl 


which 
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zhich is excellently fitted to filence that po- 
pular Objection againſt the Exerciſe of this Vir- 
cue, which is ſo frequently urged, from the 


Regard we all ought to have for the Subſiſtence 


of our Selves and our Families. And this it 
directly obviates, by repreſenting, how much 
Jall Creatures, WA much more Men, how much 
more ſtil] , Believers: and ne Men, are 
the Care of a watchful and render Father i in 
Heaven. 
Ilt is not therefore the Proſpect of heaping up 
great Eſtates; It is not the vain Ambition of 
ennobling bis Blood, and leaving a Name and 
Power to Them who ſhall ſucceed him, that will 
bear any Man out, for doing no Good in his Ge- 
neration: No, nor even fordelaying the Good, 
{ which it becomes him to do, while helives; up- . 
on that frivolous, but uſually falſe Pretence, of 
| being in a Comdicias to do Mare Good, . 
he comes to dye. For the Wants of the Poor 
are preſent and preſſing; and therefore not fit 
to be ſo much as put into the Balance, with the 
diſtant and imaginary Wants, (Which indeed 
ſcarce deſerve any other Name, than the Su- 
perflaities) of our Friends, our Relations, or 
even our own ſelves. 
5. Again, Fifthly, They, who keek clear of 
all theſe Irregular Practices, may yet offend, by 


ſuch a — ive and tormenting Diſtruſt, as can- 
Ip 3 not 
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not . conſiſt with a firm Belief in the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of the Divine Providence: Such 
importunate and corroding Cares, as deſtroy a 
Man's Comfort, imbitter all his Bleſſings, inter- 
zupt his Devotions, devour his Time, and juſtle 
out the more important Concern for a Better 
and Immortal State: Such as break our Spirits 
under Calamities and Diſappointments, abandon 
us to black Thoughts, and caſt away that Hope 
and Truſt, which is the ſureſt Anchor of the . 
Soul, amidſt the Waves and Storms of a trouble. 
ſome and boiſterous World. Theſe are Exceſſes 
of Sollicitude, which ſtrike at the Root of all 
Religion, whether Natural or Revealed. For 10 
even Natural Religion ſhews, that it is in the F 
very Condition of a Creature, to be always de. || ** 
pending. And Chriſtianity is admirably fitted, Se 
do aſſure us of the Excellent Goodneſs and Wiſe 6 
Counſels of God; and to convince us, that all I 
our Affairs are, with infinitely more Safety, de- as 
poſited in His Hands, than they ceuld ——_ | 
have been left in our Own. 
6. One Other ſort of Taking Thought there py 
is, which I am ſure falls very naturally under 
E | the Correction of my Text: A ſort, wherein all : 
ttmes too much, wi the Preſent does exceeding: 9 
ly abound. Theirs, I mean, whoare perpetually 1 Bud 
| diſquieting Themſelves and Others, about the * 
1 1 and Iſſuesof Affairs of State. Theſe] ® 
Men 


"1 
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the ar W 
the Cabinets, nay the Hearts, of Princes; clearly 


to ſee the ſecrer Springs, and diſtinctly to foretel 
the Conſequences of Publick Counſels; they erect 


new Schemes of dreadful Revolutions, and read us 
a diſmal Deſtiny for many Years to come. 


And 
all this, with an Air ſo pofitive, and the Ap- 
pearance of a Concern ſo paſſionate, as if the 
Men he in earneſt; muſt, one would think, a- 


bate a great deal of that Eaſi neſs and Reſig igna- 
tion of Mind, which ſhould ever reſult from a 
| Remembrance of God's culing theWorld. But be 
that between Him and their own Conſciences. 


Loet me at leaſt entreat theſe melancholly Fore- 


boders, not raſhly to ſcatter their Jealouſies and 


Fears, to the unneceſſary alarming of Minds, 
generally too credulous to the Prejudice of Au- 
thority. How much more would they contri- 
bute to their Own, and the Publick Peace, by 


ſtudying to be quiet, (as St. Paul commands) "and 
to do their own Buſineſs? Containing their 
Thoughts, and Tongues, and Pens, within their 
1 proper Sphere; And, as every private Chriſtian 
is unqueſtionably bound to do, leaving 
blick with them, to whom God bath committed 
it. Prayers for His Aſſiſtance and Direction to 
Oar Superiors; 
aggrieved) in fitting Time and Place; and Every 


the Pub- 


Dutiful Remonſtrances (when 


ching ä to our reſpective Stations, are 
a always 


Men oat. wich wonderfal . to enter 
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always becoming, and void of. juſt Offence. f 7 
But clamorous Complaints, eee Inſinua- * 
tions, bold Slanders, and ſawcy — are 


i Firebrands kindled in Hell. rec 


Yet, if there ſhould be after all, Any under * 

ſo ſtrong an Impulſe, as makes chem preſume \ ?"* 

themſelves called forth, as it were, to cry aloud rn 
and bear their Teſtimony againſt their Gover. - 1 

nours; Let not this honeſt Caution be neglect "al 

ed by ſuch, that, even when their Fervour is |. 

moſt impetuous, they would ſeriouſly weigh e- | f 

very Word and Intention; and continually re- oh 

collect, that theſe muſt all be brought to their 2 


Account by that Searcher of Hearts, who ſees 1 
the darkeſt Receſſes of the Mind. He cannot || ** 
be impoſed upon, though unwary People may, 103 
when Emulation or Envy, Prejudice or Paſſion, hat 
Inclination to a Party, or Impatience of Diſ * 
appointment, are never ſo artfully varniſhed o- 
ver, with the ſpecious Colours of Publick Good, 6 
Love to our Countrey, or Zeal for Truth and * 
Religion. b 


The Summ then of my ** Head is this, Gy 

That, the Perſons intent upon things not ne- 25 
ceſſary, the unjuſt Providers even of thoſe that * 
are neceſſary, the ſordid Managers, the uncha- „ 
ritable Savers, the Anxious in their own pri- Us 

| vateConcerns, "and the diſcontented Buſy-· bodies, I 
© |. and ſſpicious nn; in the Publick, do all — 


to 


the OUEEN at Windſor. 17 


Jof them tranſgreſs this Command of our Bleſſed - | 


Maſter, by taking a Thought for the Morrow, di- 
rectly oppoſite to it. A Thought, diſhonou- 
rable to that God, under whoſe wiſe Influence 
and kind Direction all Events are; and in- 


conſiſtent with that humble Reſignation and 


cheerful Confidence in His Care for them, which 
is ſo ſhining a Grace, ſo eſſential an Ingredient, 


| in the Character of a good Chriſtian. 


I ſhould now go on to my Laſt Head, were 


it not for a very perverſe. Interpretation of this 


Paſſage; by which the Slothful and Luxurious 
ſometimes endeavour to ſupport their Folly, and 
keep themſelves, in Countenance for taking no 
Thought indeed for the Morrow; after the moft 
ſcandalous manner, and in a Meaning, the vez 
ry worſt and moſt abſurd, that theſe Words 
can poſſibly be abuſed to. 

I think it needleſs to urge, upon this Occa- 
ſion, the ſeveral Scriptures, which enjoyn La- 
bour, and Diligence, and a prudent honeſt 
Care; or thoſè which repreſent theſe, as the 
Conditions, which muſt entitle us to the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, upon our Perſons and Families: 


It ſhall ſuffice to ſay, at preſent, that neither 
os Arguments aſed by our Lord in the forego- 


ng part of the Chapter, nor his Deduction from 


then in my Text, can, with any Colour of Rea- K 
722 be made a at all to ſerve ſo wicked a Purpoſe. _ 


8 1. The _ 


— —— 
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I. The foregoing Arguments cannot: For 
Theſe all proceed upon the Bounty of God, to 
Creatures of ſeſs Value and lower Orders than 
our Selves. The Lillies, he tells us, neither toil 


nor ſpin. Tis true: But then it is equally true, | 
that they are not capable of Either. Ihe Fouls 


of the Air too, ſow not, nor reap, nor gather into 


Barnes: But they do all they are able. They 


oblerve the Seaſons of the Year with a moſt pun. 


Qual Exactneſs; They build their Neſts with 
wonderful Art and Induſtry; They fly about in 
queſt of Food, and bring it home to their Broods, 
till choſe young Ones are fledged, and can ſeek 
it for themſelves. So far are theſe Creatures from 
ſetting any Pattern of that Improvidence and 
Idleneſs, which covers the Sluggard with Rags, 


and abandons to Miſery and Beggery, them, 
who have a Right to expect a Subſiſtence at his 
Hands. Indeed the Only juſt Inference from 


the Inſtances uſed by our Saviour, is, That for! 
them, who can do nothing for themſelves, God 
will provide entirely; And that for Others, who 
can do fomewhat towards it, when they have 


diſcharged their part, He will make up the Reſt. 


2̃. As little do the Words of my Text favour 
the Careleſs or the Extravagant, although they} 


have been reaſonably thought an Alluſion to the 
5 Iſraelites Manna of old. That Manna, tis true, 
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which none fell. 
tion only for the Wilderneſs: For the * Hiſtory 
takes notice, that on the very Morrow, after 
they had eaten of the Corn of Canaan, the 


N 
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was not 1 by the of the People 
but rained down from Heaven: Yet all they 
could contribute towards livin pon it, they 
did. They went early in the Morning out of 
the Camp to gather it, they brought it to their 


J Tents and dreſſed it; And, on the ſixth Day, 


they carried home a double Quantity, and laid 
up another Day's Proportion for the Sabbath, on 
And all this was a Diſpenſa- 


Manna ceaſed. 
What now does all this prove? Even, that 


God's miraculous Supplies will not be wanting, 


when Ordinary Means forſake us; but that 


"> Thoſe muſt not be depended upon, when Theſe 


alone are ſufficient. Healthful Conſtitutions, 
Strength to Labour, Wiſdom to manage and 
contrive, Happy Opportunities, Succeſs upon 
our Endeavours, and the like, are, in the Na- 
ture of Manna, Gifts that come down from a- | 
bove. But Our employing thoſe Powers and 
Opportunities anſwers to the Diligence of the 
Gatherers and Preparers of that Manna. And 
We, like Them, may alſo, by an honeſt and 


decent Frugality , provide for the Sabbath of 


— ; Took forward, I mean, and lay up. for that 
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- Partjon of our 2 nd d Day of Reſt; gas 1 
Years, and lofirmitics, or any other difabling 
Accident ws. 4 ſome Stock in Hand co 
lye in Readinels for. . So far is this Paſlage, e- 
ven when taken in this Light, from n any 


Countenance to the Riotous, or the Neg) gent, 


who diſcharge all Thought at once, aud live 


but for a Day. 
III. Suffer me now a few Words upon my 


Third and Laſt Particular, The Reaſon againſt 


all inordinate Carefulneſs: Which turns upon 
two Points; Firſt, That it is Necdleſs, and, Se- 


condly, Thar ic is Vexatious. To Each of theſe, 
very briefly. 


1. The Former I takes to be. cd; in that 
1h The Morrow ſhall take Thought for the 


Tings 2 ſelf. And indeed, Of how poor | 


Significance are all the uneaſy Forecaſtings of a 
troubled and worldly Mind? If we regard the 
Divine Providence; Will theſe alter any One 
bot its Reſolutions in our. Fayour ? Will they not 
[ rather put a Bar to our Mercies, by the Diſho- 


nour reflected upon it, from our undutiful | 


Deſpondences ? If we conſider our own 
Powers; Will not theſe be in as good Condition 
to help us, upon the Spot, as at a Diſtance? 
Can we not determine more probably, and 
adjuſt our Meaſures more pertinently, when 
we ſee and feel our Exigencies; than, while 
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ive need 
cus Breaſt, and lay our Fears to Sleep, 
That i He careth for us; that our Heavenly Father 
4 knows, what We and Ours haze need of 
before we ack bim; and that he never fails 


"the QUEEN ' af Winder 2T- 3 
we gueſs ,* and that but in the dark too, 
what may befal us hereafter ? The Events we 1 
prelage, may never come to pals... Thoſe, which 
we dread as Evil, may prove a mighty Good to 
us. Or, if of evil Conſequence, they will 


J overtake us time enough; What need we be in 


ſuch Haſte to go out and meet them? And when 
they do come, they may be Greater, they may 
be Leſs, they may be any thing otherwiſe than 


we imagine they (hall be. But be theſe Chan- 


ges, or our Miſtakes about them, as they will; 


ret is not God the ſame £ The lame Almighty, 
and Wile, and Bountiful God, yeſterday , 
io day, and for ever? And, is he the God of 

Us only? Is he not the God of our Poſterity al. 


and 


ſo? Yes doubtleſs, of Them alſo. They will 


| Þ be equally his Creatures, his Children; and (if 


the Fault be not their awn) upon all Accounts 
equally his Charge. What ſurer Sanctuary 

therefore can we with, what other Security do 
to compole the Frettings of an anxi- 


than this? 


2 


„even 


to make = all things work taget her for Good to Them 


who love, and ſerve, and put their Truſt in Him. 


2. The other Part of this Argument is groun- | 
ded upon that unequal Addition of Trouble and 


T1Pcty.7, Nat c 7. Rom. Fl, 28, 


Vexa- 


22 A SERMON Freachd before 
8 Vexation, with which this Thoughtful Manner 
of Living will certainly incumber us. Sufficient 
unto the Day is the Evil thereof. The Meaning 
is, That God and Nature have cut out Work 
enough for Every Day, and therefore we do 
very ill, by bringing in unſeaſonable Cares, to 
lay upon the Preſent Time an heavier Burden, 
than fairly falls to its Share. The neceſſary 
Proviſion for Himſelf, and his Dependents, is 
what the common Man finds hard enough to 
compaſs honeſtly and decently. And They, | 
whom God hath bleſs d with a more plentiful 
Income, how much ſoever they may appear to 
live at their Eaſe; Yet, if they be daily diligent 
to ſerve the Publick well, to adminiſter Juſtice, 
and do good Offices among their Neighbours , 
to inſpect their private Affairs, to inſtruct and 
educate their Children religiouſly, to order their 
Servants, regulate their Expences, diſtribute 
their Charities with Prudence and Diſtinction, 
and ſtudy by their Examples to promote Piety, 
and bring Virtue into Credit; Theſe Perſons 
will find Buſineſs enough to keep them fully 
employed. So much in Truth there is for eve- | 
ry Man, and ſuch vaſt Encroachments does the | 
World unavoidably make upon our Time; that 
They, who conſider what a weighty Concern 
beſides lyes upon their hands, would have great 
reaſon to grudge ſo many preeious Hours; did 
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they run all to waſte ; and were nor God ſo gra- 
cious, as to eſteem himſelf well ſerved by our 


neceſſary Application even to theſe Matters. 


But ſtill, You, whoſe happy Circumſtances are 
leaſt clogged, ſhould frequently reflect, that Your *' 
larger Intervals of Leiſure are indulged You, for 


Great and Noble Purpoſes. Not to be trifled * 


away in Vanities and Diverſions, much leſs to 
be conſumed in Luxury and Vice; but by all 
means to be improved, in attaining higher De. 


grees of Wiſdom and Knowledge, in uſeful 


and exemplary Inſtances of Goodneſs, in the 
conſtant Returns of a regular Devotion, and in 


the delightful Contemplations of the Excellence 
of the Chriſtian Religion. One Beauty where- 
of my Text, and this Diſcourſe upon it, have 
been all this while ſetting before you, by ſhew- 
ing, how admirably the Eaſe of Mankind is 
conſulted by our Bleſſed Lord's Command here, 
utterly to diſmiſs all thoſe melancholy Fears and 
tormenting Preſages, which are wont to depreſs 


our Spirits and confound our Minds more, than 
the real Neceſſities and Afflictions of Human Life. 


If then our Days be bitter, and our Thoughts 
diſturbed; let us remember, Who it is that 


makes them ſo. Not God, who diſallows ſuch ; 
Carefulneſs; Not Nature, which requires it 


not of us; But we our ſelves, who refuſe our 
own Comforts, and will have, a Miſery, which 
| f Ks belongs 


1 belong not to us. The Chaite and Uſe of pro-. 
per Means is our Part; The Iſſue and Succefs 
of Theſe is God's. The Former is an entertain- 
ing and a ſerviceable Care; That therefore is 
expected and commended. The Latter is a 
per plexing and a fruitleſs Care; This therefore 
is diſcouraged and forbidden. The Former pro- 
motes our Duty and Salvation; The Latter ob- 
ſtructs Both; and ſo would make us wretehed 
iu Both Worlds. Shall we not then labour to 
be eaſy here, when that is in order to be happy 
aer > The way to Each lyes open, and 
Each may be our Portion; if we will reſolve to 
reſcue our ſelves, as much as may be, from the 
Diſtractions and Incumbrances of this mortal 
State: Let us then conſecrate our Cares to God, 
by caſting them upon him: and carrying on our 
Thoughts to That other Morrow, which alone 
deſerves them all, but which alone hath too 
little taken for it: Even that glorious Day, 
which after we have ſlept the Night of Death, 
call break forth, and awake us to Liſe ee. 
ſting. Of this God grant us all to be joyful 
Partakers, for «his Mercy's ſake in Jeſus the Be- 
loved. To whom with the Father and the Ho- 
1y Spirit, Three Perſons and one God, be all 
Honour and Glory, Thankſgiving: and Obedi- 
Ence, now. ya for evermore. Auen. . 
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